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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Letter of Congratulations to New Norwegian Defense Minister
ACT I ON MEMORANDUM

I recommend you sign the attached congratulatorj letter to the new-r-- -Defense Minister ot FTrway, Rolf HansÇb7).

Hansen, a member of the moderate or ''traditional social democratic''
wing of the Labor party, was appointed to the Defense post on 12 January
by Prime Minister Odvar Nordl i who was succeeding Trygve Brattel i.
Hansen succeeds Alf Fostervoll who will return to his seat in the
Storti ng.

Hansen has been Labor Party Chairmar, in Oslo. He has had considerable
association with defense matters, having served on the party committee
responsible for drafting the five-year defense plan. For fourteen years
he served as n ombudsman in the Defense ministry. He is known as a

2nter of NATO and is regarded as pro-U
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I1EHORANDUH FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Le tt e r of Congra tulation s to New Norweg ia n Defen se Hinister -­
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

1- r ecommend y~ sign th e attac hed cong ratu 1 at0'Y~tte r to the new 
Defense Min is te r ot No n-Jay , Ro IT Hansen Qjili70. 
Hansen, a mem be r of the moderate or " traditional socia l democratic" 
wing of the Labor party, was appoint ed to the Def ense post on 12 January 
by Prime Mini s t e r Odva r Nord l i who was succeeding Trygve Brattel i . 
Hansen succeeds Alf Foste rvoll who wi ll r et urn to hi s seat in the 
Stol-ting. 

Hansen has been Labor Pa rty Chai rman in Os lo . He has had cons id e rabl e 
association with def ense matters, having served on the party committ ee 
res ponsibl e for dra fting the fiv e-yea r defense pl an. For fourt ee n yea r s 
he served as an ombud sma n in th e Defens e ministry. He is kn own as a 
strong support e r of NATO and is r ega rd ed as pro-US4 
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TI-lE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301

FEB 1 1; i976

The Honorable Rolf Hansen
Minister of Defense
Kongeligre Forsvarsdepartment
Oslo, Norway

Dear Mr. Minister:

Please accept my congratulations and best wishes as you assume
your post of Minister of Defense. I want very much to continue
the close relationship on defense matters that our two countries
have enjoyed for so many years. I know this will include concrete
steps in the direction of standardizing weapons systems within
NATO to improve Alliance defense capabilities--as most recently
evidenced by our cooperation in Lhe F-16 aircraft consortium and
on the Roland I I missile. You may be assured of my personal
interest in seeing that these worthy projects go forward expe-
di t iou sly.

I look forward to having an opportunity to meet you dLlring the
DPC meeting this Spring.

TH E S EC RETAR Y OF DEFE NS E 
WA S HI NGTON . D . C . 2030 1 

the Honorable Rolf Han se n 
Mini s ter of De f e nse 
Kong e ligre Forsva r sde pa rtment 
Oslo, Norway 

Dear Mr. Minist e r: 

FEB 1 8 1976 

Please accept my congratul a tions and bes t wi s hes as you assume 
your post of Minist e r of Def e nse . I wa nt very much to continue 
the close relation s hip on de fens e matt e rs that our two countries 
have enjoyed for so many years. I know this will includ e concrete 
steps in the dir ection of sta ndardizing weapons systems within 
NATO to improve Al I iance de f e ns e cap abil iti es --a s most recently 
evid enced by our coope ration in (h e F-16 aircraft consortium and 
on the Roland II mi s sile. You may be ass ur ed of my personal 
int e rest in see ing that th ese worthy projects go forward expe -
d it i ous I y .. 

I look forward to having an opportunity to meet you during the 
DPe meeting this Spring. 

Since rely, ----
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